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Environmental Victory Celebration!  

On August 20 th , CCJ co -hosted an open house with PennFuture and the 

Mountain Watershed Association (MWA) to celebrate the increased  

protection of the South Fork of Ten Mile (SFTM) Creek. Due to the  

diligent work of CCJ, MWA, PennFuture, and local citizens, Foundation 

Coalõs attempt to downgrade SFTM were successfully thwarted!  

In June of 2008, Foundation petitioned the PA DEP to change the 

stream designation from High Quality ð Warm Water Fishes  to Warm 

Water Fishes  thereby reducing pollution regulations. In response to 

these plans,  CCJ, MWA and PennFuture commissioned their own study 

and recommended the exact opposite  course of action. Our studies 

showed that the streams actually deserved a higher Exceptional Value  

designation. The DEP ultimately agreed with our studies and now the 

streams enjoy stronger environmental protection. To celebrate all the 

hard work that went into this victory, CCJ, MWA and PennFuture 

hosted an open house with local cheese, local wine, and tasty treats.  

Right: Brian Glass (PennFuture), Bob 

East, Tillie Shumaker, and members 

from Greene Countyõs Isaac Walton 

League enjoying good food  

and good conversation  

Left:  CCJõs Community Organizer 

Terri Davin ready to serve the cake  

at our August 20th Open House  

Celebration  

Join us for the  

15th Anniversary  

Annual Banquet 

6 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 24th 
Washington & Jefferson College 

Rossin Ballroom 

CCJ is moving Nov. 1! See back 

page for more information...  

http://www.publicintegrity.org/investigations/longwall
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Pennsylvania Alliance for A Coal -Free Generation Unveiled  

September marked the launch of the newly 

formed Pennsylvania Alliance for a Coal Free 

Generation (PACFG). The goal of PACFG is to 

bring attention to the damaging effects of coal -

based energy production and to encourage a just 

and fair transition to renewable energy sources. 

In addition to CCJ, contributing organizations 

include Citizenõs Coal Council, Clean Water  

Action, Environmental Integrity Project, Mountain 

Watershed Association, and Sierra Club. Each of 

these groups actively works on various pieces of 

the coal chain ñfrom mining straight through to 

waste disposal ñand collectively they represent 

the entire coal chain in SWPA.  

In 2009 alone, the American Coalition for Clean 

Coal Electricity (ACCCE) is spending over $40 

million on advertising for so called òclean coaló 

technology. Despite all their advertising efforts, 

we know that coal is not clean, and people  

deserve to know the real impacts that coal  

dependence has on our health, environment, and 

economy. To that end, PACFG has sponsored out-

door advertisements during the months of  

September and October to help raise public 

awareness of the damaging effects of coal depend-

ence and the misnomer of òclean coal.ó Our  

advertising campaign is intended to promote a 

future free of coal -fired energy.  

Since the fall, we have been working with Smart-

Meme Studios to develop a messaging campaign 

that could counter the òclean coaló industry  

advertising throughout southwest Pennsylvania. 

This month all of our work culminated in the 

placement of outdoor advertisements in Allegheny 

County paid for by Mountain Watershed Associa-

tion. Our partners at the Sierra Club also  

contributed funds to place advertisements on the 

Pittsburgh Post -Gazette website. Combined, the 

total expected impressions of these advertise-

ments amounts to over 1.3 million views.  

During the International Pittsburgh Coal Confer-

ence the week of September 21 st , CCJ and our 

partners with PACFG coordinated a series of 

events aimed at raising public awareness of coal -

related impacts in SWPA. With the help of  

Citizenõs Coal Council and Sierra Club, we 

brought a bus of activists from Pittsburgh to 

Greene County to see the effects of longwall  

mining first -hand. In coordination with the Sierra 

Student Coalition and Avaaz Action Factory, we 

also staged a flash dance mob along the route of 

a ôJust Duckyõ tour offered to coal executives  

during the conference. Video from the dance mob 

can be found on the CCJ homepage. Finally, 

Monday evening the Sierra Club co -hosted a 

screening of Coal Country complete with a Q&A 

with the film -makers and live music by local  

musician T. Mitchell Bell.  

Weõre looking forward to living free from coal in 

SWPA with the Pennsylvania Alliance for a Coal 

Free Generation!  
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Disaster at Dunkard Creek  

This month we all watched as day after day a  

devastating fish kill on Dunkard Creek moved  

further and further downstream, while West Virginia 

DEP and Pennsylvania DEP demonstrated their  

inability or refusal to intervene. The facts continue 

to come to light, but here is what we currently  

understand and a bit of what we would like to see in 

the weeks and months to come.  

The West Virginia DEP  

became aware of a fish kill on 

Dunkard Creek on Septem-

ber 1 st  and the Pennsylvania 

DEP was in the loop two days 

later. Over the next three 

weeks, business as usual 

continued along the stream 

banks as the community 

watched the fish kill spread 

38 miles downstream,  

impacting virtually all the 

aquatic life previously supported by the stream.  

The regulatory agencies may not have saved the 

fishes, but they have at long last identified a culprit: 

Golden Algae bloom. Golden algae is a new resident 

in SWPA. Generally biologists expect to find this 

type of algae in warm coastal waters with high salt 

contents. As the algae blooms, it releases toxins that 

are lethal to fish and other aquatic animals. While 

our office is prepared to accept this answer from the 

DEP, it does not satisfy their burden to identify a 

responsible party, and the question remains: 

òWhose actions created the conditions for this algae 

to thrive?ó 

Not surprisingly, the answer to that question rests 

with extractive industries. The algae required high 

levels of total dissolved solids (TDS), particularly 

chlorides or salts. That requirement may have been 

graciously fulfilled by Consolõs Blacksville #2 mine. 

That site has exceeded the water quality standards 

for chlorides since 2002. Whatõs worse, they have 

done so with the full knowledge of the WV DEP. 

Compliance orders allowing the company additional 

time to pollute before meeting the standards have 

been repeatedly issued. At present, the existing 

compliance order allows Consol to continue their 

failure to meet water quality 

standards at that site 

through 2013. That amounts 

to ELEVEN years of legalized, 

deliberate violation of existing 

water quality standards.  

Another potentially responsi-

ble actor is on the table as 

well: as yet unidentified oil 

and gas companies. WV DEP 

has acknowledged that 

dumping of waste -water from 

oil and gas drilling ñillegal in Pennsylvania, but  

allowed just across state lines ñcould have been an 

additional contributor to the high TDS levels in 

Dunkard that enabled the algae bloom.  

The Friends of Dunkard Creek, WV Dunkard Creek 

Watershed Association, Wheeling Creek Watershed  

Association, and Greene County Watershed Alliance 

are all hard at work bringing attention to this devastat-

ing story, and demanding accountability from those 

responsible. These organizations recently made a pub-

lic request that the US EPA assume regulatory control, 

citing the demonstrated failure of either PA DEP or WV 

DEP to protect anything but the polluters in this case.  

We support their actions and stand in solidarity. This 

disaster at Dunkard Creek once again demonstrates 

the failure of our regulatory agencies to protect the  

interests of communities and the natural environment.  

òYou know, this sounds a lot like what 

we in Pennsylvania hear from our DEP. 

They tell us that longwall mining  
doesnõt dry up streams and wetlands; 

itõs the subsidence that does it. 

òAnd now: chlorides didnõt kill the fish, 

the algae (which only grew  

like gangbusters because of  

the chlorides) did it.  

òDamn them algae!ó  

ʄ Steve Kunz, certified senior ecologist 
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Fall Events         

CCJ hosts Netroots Nation Tour  

On August 14 th , Community Organizers Susan 

and Terri helped lead a longwall mining tour 

for some very special Pittsburgh visitors. 

Susan picked up participants from the 

Netroots Nation Conference in Pittsburgh and 

drove them down to Ryerson State Park to 

meet Terri and Tillie Shumaker. Netroots  

Nation is a group of progressive bloggers and  

media with nationwide exposure.  

On the tour we had bloggers from California 

and DC as well as a reporter from Grist.org. 

After Ryerson State Park, Terri took everyone 

to Mr. Whitlachõs farm where our visitors were 

able to hear firsthand about the negative  

impacts of longwall mining.  A quick drive past 

the new Crabapple Beltline completed the tour.  

Most tour participants had never even heard of 

longwall mining and expressed disbelief  

towards what they were seeing and hearing.  

Netroots Nation participants listen to Mr Whitlatch 

describe how longwall mining affects his life.  

Join Us!  

Center for Coalfield Justice  

Celebrates 15th Anniversary  

at 2009 Annual Banquet 

Join us to celebrate 15 years of organizing, 

educating, and empowering at our Annual 

Banquet on Saturday, October 24th from  

6 to 9 p.m.  

Greg Boulos with Pennsylvania Association 

for Sustainable Agriculture (PASA) will be 

our featured speaker for the evening, and we 

will have live music courtesy of local folk 

singer, T. Mitchell Bell.  

When : 6:00 - 9:00 pm on October 24, 2009  

Where : Washington & Jefferson College, 

Rossin Ballroom  

Tickets : $22 for members/$25 for non -

members  
   

Please RSVP by October 16th  

October 28 th  - Oct. 30 th   

CCJ Office closed for move to 184 S. Main St.  

November 4 th   

Dickenson College, Longwall Mining Tour  

November 10 th  
South Fork Ten Mile (SFTM) Presentation  
Ben Stout, biologist, will be presenting on the 
study of Exceptional Value streams in the 
SFTM watershed, and their importance in 
maintaining clean stream conditions to Ten 
Mile Creek. Ben has spent the past decade 
studying the effects of mining on ecosystems 
and communities. Call 724 -229 -3550 for 
more information.  

November 14 th   

Train the Trainer Workshop, Sierra Club  
Free day -long training focusing on  
community organizing and leadership skills. 
Sessions will include narrative building and 
volunteer development and retention.  

Space is limited, please register by calling 
724 -229 -3550 or emailing 
cassie@coalfieldjustice.org . 


